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many heroes whose diligence and determina-
tion have helped to forge our Nation and en-
able people like Ellen Ochoa and her col-
leagues to soar so high.

Women’s History Month is about high-
lighting the extraordinary achievements of
women throughout our history, while recog-
nizing the equally significant obstacles they
had to overcome along the road to success.
It is about the women who bravely donned
uniforms and fought for our country. It is
about the passion and vision of women edu-
cators like Mary McLeod Bethune, who, with
only $1.50 in her pocket, founded a school
for young black women. It is about the perse-
verance and pioneering spirit of women like
Margaret Chung, the first Chinese American
woman physician, who supported herself
through medical school by washing dishes
and lecturing on China. It is about Alice
Paul’s fight for the vote and Elizabeth Wana-
maker Peratrovich’s campaign to end dis-
crimination against Alaska Natives. It is about
the writings of Zora Neale Hurston, the
paintings of Georgia O’Keeffe, the leadership
of labor organizer Dolores Huerta, and the
trailblazing artistry of photographer Mar-
garet Bourke-White. It is also about the mil-
lions of unsung women whose contributions
have made life better for their families and
their communities.

Inspired by the courageous pioneers who
came before them, women today continue
to shape our Nation’s destiny. Last year, Air
Force Lieutenant Colonel Eileen Collins be-
came the first woman commander of a space
shuttle mission. American violinists Sarah
Chang, Pamela Frank, and Nadja Salerno-
Sonnenberg were the first women to take
home the prestigious Avery Fisher Prize in
its 25-year history. And, in a game attended
by the largest crowd of all time for a women’s
sporting event, the U.S. women’s soccer team
captured the World Cup. Today, 58 women
hold seats in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and 9 women are United States Sen-
ators. More women hold high-level positions
in my Administration than in any other in
history. And in the private sector, women
own nearly 9 million small businesses, em-
ploying millions of Americans and contrib-
uting significantly to the strength of our
economy.
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As we honor the past and celebrate the
present, we must also focus on the future.
Our choices today will have an enormous im-
pact on the destiny of our daughters and
granddaughters, our sons and grandsons. We
must rededicate ourselves to forging a society
in which gender no longer predetermines a
person’s opportunities or station in life. We
must shatter the glass ceiling; eradicate wage
discrimination; and ensure that every Amer-
ican has the tools to meet both family and
work responsibilities and to retire in security.
By breaking down the remaining barriers and
opening wide the doors of opportunity, we
can make the future brighter for women and
for all Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2000 as
Women’s History Month. I encourage all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
and to remember throughout the year the
many contributions of courageous women
who have made our Nation strong.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 1, 2000]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 2.

Proclamation 7278—American Red
Cross Month, 2000

February 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

After the great San Francisco earthquake
of 1906, President Theodore Roosevelt asked
his fellow Americans to respond by contrib-
uting to the American Red Cross, “the only
organization chartered and authorized by
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Congress to act at times of great national ca-
lamity.” Almost a century later, the American
Red Cross continues to serve our Nation and
the world, providing compassionate assist-
ance to people suffering in the aftermath of
personal, local, national, or international
disasters.

As one of our country’s premier humani-
tarian organizations, the Red Cross provides
disaster relief to millions of people both at
home and abroad. In the past year alone, the
American Red Cross rose to meet many chal-
lenges—{rom Hurricane Floyd on the east-
ern seaboard to the Kosovo relief effort to
the terrible earthquakes and floods that
struck countries around the globe. Following
the tragic shootings at Columbine High
School and in other schools and places of
work and worship, the American Red Cross
sent in crisis counselors to support grieving
families and friends of the victims. In Taiwan
and in Turkey, the American Red Cross
worked with other Red Cross affiliates to
provide solace and support to earthquake
survivors; after the crash of EgyptAir Flight
990, Red Cross grief counselors brought
comfort to victims’ families. In total, the
American Red Cross responded to nearly
64,000 disaster incidents last year alone and
helped provide information to thousands of
families separated from loved ones by war
or disaster.

The services that the American Red Cross
provides go beyond disaster relief. Its bio-
medical services program provides patients
in more than 3,000 hospitals nationwide with
the latest in high-quality, state-of-the-art
blood and tissue services. Last year it pro-
vided more than 700,000 emergency and per-
sonal services for military personnel and their
families, including relaying messages from
their families to the three American service-
men held captive by Yugoslav forces. And in
communities across the Nation, more than
12 million people received Red Cross in-
struction in lifesaving techniques last year,
ranging from first aid and CPR to water safe-
ty and boat handling.

Forming the backbone of the American
Red Cross is a vast network of nearly 4.5 mil-
lion blood donors and 1.3 million dedicated
volunteers who ensure that help will be there
when and where it is needed. Virtually every
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community in the United States is served by
an American Red Cross chapter, Blood Serv-
ices region, or both; and as we have seen
demonstrated so dramatically over time, no
community is immune to the sudden and
devastating disasters that require the services
and stewardship of the American Red Cross.
Each of us owes a lasting debt of gratitude
to this extraordinary organization that has
given so much to our people, our country,
and our world.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America
and Honorary Chairman of the American
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim March
2000 as American Red Cross Month. I urge
all the people of the United States to dem-
onstrate support for their local Red Cross
chapters and to become actively involved in
furthering the humanitarian mission of the
American Red Cross.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 2, 2000]

NotTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 3.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Social Security Reform Legislation

February 29, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)

I am pleased that Congress is moving for-
ward with a bill that eliminates the retire-
ment earnings test above the normal retire-
ment age. As I said in my 1999 State of the
Union Address, “we should eliminate the
limits on what seniors on Social Security can
earn.” The retirement earnings test was cre-
ated during the Great Depression to encour-
age older workers to retire in order to open
up more jobs for younger workers. As the
baby boomers begin to retire, it is more im-
portant than ever that older Americans who



